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alſo one Soul. May your Love to 
each other be ever (as it now is) 


here; may it. never tra 
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uf Life, and made 


he bears to his Church) as he bas 
jon Bath. one Fleſh,” wake you 


mutual and ipviolable. May, Sir, 


your affectionate Authority, and, Ma- | 


dam, .. your ſulmiſſive Sweetneſs, pro- 
duce an entire Friendſhip and Harmo- 
56 between yon. And may that in- 
pir ing Pede of Delight and 
Fondneſs, which, methinks, J ſee 
flowing in upon you, and is ſo 
likely to make all your, Days happy 
port you 
into 4 Forgetfulneſs 'of defiring, 
e happy near 
each other hereafter. And may 


this be now and always the hearty 
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OINCE theſe SERMONS were 
preach'd there is added, in the firſt 
of them, (beſides the Marginal Anno; 

tation upon the Apoſile's Marriage) a Pa- 
ragraph cr two, containing a Solution of 
ſome Texts of Scripture made Uſe of by 
ſome, ſince the preaching of theſe Ser- 
mons, as an Objetion againſt the Dignity 
F the Marriage-State. That the Reader 
may therefore diſtinguiſh what is ſo added, 
from what was preach'd, I have enclos'd 
the Additions with Crochets, thus L. J, 

_ as he will find in the Margins —  <- 
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Whoſo faleth a Wife, gel 4 3 
T 22 3 and obrainerb x nn, f 1285 
Lord. | 


T7 FEW HE Subject u my Text natu- S 
rally leads me to —_—_— 

ES my of, I know not why 
1 jv 2 | ſhould ſo ſeldom wig 5 
| XN. 9. N ; 
— gquir'd into from the Pulpit, 
unleſs that we are generally diſcourag'd 
and driven from it by the ludicrous 
Temper of the Age, But is it there- 
fore the leſs neceſſary, becauſe People 
make it a Matter of Merriment and Ri- 
dicule, and will hardly attend to it 
DS”. with 


deliver it. And the Particulars I am 
going to ſet forth, ſhall be in ſuch ten- 

der and unexceptionable Terms, as, I 
humbly conceive, will be both inof- 
fenſive and inſtructive. And my taking 
this Opportunity to extend my Thoughts 
upon this Subject, I flatter my ſelf, will 
give it the Advantage of a more ſerious 


and compos'd Attention. 
Mpho ſo findeth a Wife, findeth à good 
Thing, and obtaineth Favour of the Lord. 

| Theſe Words do offer to us theſe 
three Propoſitions  _ OE 
++ 4 6 „ | Iſt, | 


* 
— En —— 
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- (4) Alls 20. 27. 
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Lord. 


ſped of its Author, We are taught in 


"1, In 3 That Marriage is an 
honourable and happy State. 
| 2dly, More particularly, That a Wife, 8 
meaning a virtuous and prudent Wife, | 
(as Salomon explains himſelf in other Y 


Places) is a great Blefling. And, 


3dly, That mals ME 18 from the 


The two firſt of theſe TIO FRA 


are compriz'd in the former Part of 
my Text, Whoſo findeth a Wife, findeth 
4 good Thing. The laſt is contain'd in 
thi latter Part of the Words, 25 ok 


taineth Favour of the. Lord. 


:\Þ wth then, That: 8 is an 5% 


N and happy State, which is in- 
cluded in that Expreſſion of the Text, 


a good Thing; and more fully expreſs' d 


by the Apoſtle, who tells us, (2) that 


Marriage is honourable in all, will ap- 
pear by conſidering the Author who in- 
ſtituted it; the Time when; and the 7 
. wherefore i It was ee 125 


1 1ſt, Marriage is Basen in Re- 
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the ſacred Hiſtory, of the Creation, 


that it was eſtabliſh'd by God at the 
firſt Beginning of the World; and be- 


ing thus of Divine Inſtitution, it is 


en pronounc'd, and ought to be e- 
teem'd, a ſacred and honourable State. 


And becauſe it was inſtituted immedi- 


ately upon the Creation, it is evident, 
that the Almighty never deſign'd Man- 
kind ſhould be preſerv'd, and the World 


peopled, any other Way, than by Mar- 


Another Thing that gives Honour to 

this State, is, the Time wherein it was 
ordain'd. It was ordain'd before the 
Fall, and in a State of Innocence, 
while Man was in his Uprightneſs, 


and as he came pure from the Hands 


of God. It was not originally ap- 
pointed or preſcrib'd as a Remedy a- 
gainſt Senſuality and Incontinence: 


No, it was ſuitable to the greateſt Per- 


fection and Purity of Life; and the 
Wiſdom of God faw it agreeable to x 

Paradiſe. It is therefore an Argument 
of great Weakneſs and Ignorance in 
thoſe who pretend; that the Marriage- 
State is an Enemy to Religion, or a 
Clog and Hinderance to Virtue and 
Devotion. Indeed we read of ſome 
in the Goſpel, who, when they were 
| VVV inited 
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invited to the Divine Feaſt, excus d 
their not attending, becauſe they were 
marry'd. But this was only à Pre- 
tence to cover their Unwillingneſs; 
for had they valu'd the Mercy of the 
Call, or had been the leaſt deſirous of 
accepting the Invitation, their Marri- 
age needed not have hinder'd them; 


» J 


for they might, and undoubtedly would, 


have come, and brought their Wives 
WILLIE. — 8 
Alas! there is no State of Life free 
from Incumbrances and Temptations. 
I own they are to be found in a mar- 
ry'd State, and ſo are they in a ſmgle 

Pike z and we may ſerve and obey God 

in the one, as Well as in the other. 


Accordingly it is remarkable, that the 


Patriarchs, Prieſts, and Prophets, the 


holieſt Men of God, and the reſt of 


that Bleſſed Company under the Law, 


did likewiſe the Elders and Prieſts, and 
the + Apoſtles and Biſhops under the 
OT + 
5 FE: Now, 


3 ** 


PAY 
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1 St, Pa (1 Gor. 9. 3.) fays of the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, and the Brethren of the Lord and Cephac, 


© that they not only had Wives, but carry'd them with 
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ext, is either a Maid or another Man's Wife. And 


* 


No, if you pleaſe to look over the 
Hiſtory of all ſingle Perſons, from the 


Beginning to this Day, you will not 
find that ever any liv'd more juſt and 


_ upright, more faithful and obedient, 


more holy and devout, than thoſe 


Scripture- Examples, who were marry'd, 
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lead about 4 Siſter F Wife, 4 well as other Apoſtles, and 


the Brethren of the Lord and Cephas? Some will have 
it 4 Siferia Woman; but if St. Paul had meant ſo, 
tis not likely he would have added vu, 4 Mo- 


man; for «3g, Siſter, would alone have been ſuf 
ficient ; and it is no more uſual in the Greek to ſay, 
& 92\qiv , for a Siſter, than «J*quv ud, for 


2 Brother, The Word Siſter does imply a Woman; 
it would therefore be a great Impropriety of Speech, 


to ſay, a Siſter a Woman ; wherefore we muſt rather 
read it 4 Siſter a Wife. And it is obſervable, as we 
may ſee in the Inſtance of old Tobit, Chap. 5. Ver, 
20, that the Fews were wont to call their Wives Si- 
ters, becauſe of their common Origine. Beſides, who 
were more fit to follow the Apoſtles in their Travels, 
and miniſter to, and take Care of them, than their 


 Wivyes? For that Reaſon we cannot juſtly ſuppoſe 


they would leave their Wives behind, and take 
ſtrange Women with them. This would have loohd 
ſcandalous, and reflected grievouſly upon their Repu- 
tation; and the more ſo, if thoſe ſtrange Women 
had been (as ſome pretend) other Mens Wives. And 
that ywarzu ſometimes ſignifies a Wife, is no News, 
even to a School- Boy; and the ſame Ward (Mat. 

5. 28) comprehends either a marry'd or an unmar- 
Ty'd Woman; and/ywaizs render d Woman in that 
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fitig: And the! fince the Fall, it be to! 
ſome, who have the Gift of Conti- 
nende, in many Reſpects far better than 
E yer that dots not — it is 


Sa mph, | 


we have the yenerable — of St. Spun; (as 
well as ſome other *antient Father) who, in his E- 
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71 ax of Peter and PAUL, "and the other 
21 who were marry d Men. And eben Cardi- 
ry Q*; 10 is Words (as Ind chem quoted 
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£ Oe * in it ſelf ß but that it is 


ſo only hy Accident, 93 in Regard of 
ſundry Calamities and Inconyeniences 


| which Sin has deriv'd- upon Mankind. 


And now. I am ſpeaking of the acti 
3 Calamities and Inconveniences 
Which proceeded froms he; Fall, it es 4 

me 


the Iavefal Pleaſures of Mi > as Mimſelf; and. 
that it was —— for Widows and unmarty d 
People, at that Iime, as it was a Time of Perſecuti- 


on, to remain as he was; that is, not to be more de- 
ſſrous of Marriage ; than he was of the Society of his 
Wife. Or it may be (as others think) the Apaſtle 
was a Widower when he ſpoke 


thoſe Words; and 
ſo tells the Widows. and unmarry'd People, * ma 
good AN if. they abide even as be. It was 

to the Eaſe and Tranquility of 
Life in — troubleſome D, and to the Liberty 
oF ferving, God. ay therefore (aps the Apolitle) to 
the Unmarry 4 and | 2 The ord here render d 


nuunm Cy, is 6 ya pulls, Now «yes comprehends both 
| thoſe that were never marry'd, and. thoſe that have 
loft their Wives; and that it may in this Text be 

_ underſtood. of ſuch, as have loſt their Wi (as 


well as of ſuch as never had any) is not impr 

in that the ſame Word is alſo us d in the ich Verſe, | 

where it plainly ſignifies a marry d Woman, but de- 

parted from her Husband. And if ſhe that is mar- 

ryd, and only departed from her Husband, is an 
ande, how. much rather may he be fo call d 


Was formerly marry'd, but now has loſt his Wies 


Therefore it is not w without all Reaſon 8 that, 
when St. Paul ſaid to the Unimazry'd.the 7 | 
Wy in Fee that ien. good for them to ja 


ies 

me in Mind of the other Thing I men- 
tion'd in the third Place, Which gives 
Honour to Marria ge, and that is Nee 
End for which it was ordain'd. It 1s 
a Means to propagate Poſterity, and 
ſo people the World, that there may 
main want a Generation f Men I 

5 | the 


as ws was ; chi he was Gh, unten d. only by 
Reaſon his Wife was dead; and ſe (according to the 
Opinion of ſome) was a "Widewer when he ſpoke 
theſe Words, Beſides, in the 34th Verſe, this very 
Word &yapes is: attributed to à Widow; which is 
the 'wnmarry d Woman there ſpoken” of, as you may 
ſee in Dr. Hammeond's Annotations upon the Text, 
Where he prefers the Reading of the Arx andrian Co- 
bi Le isyulgarly —— — 3 
to & ord jam in t veer 
"is the fr Wed in "the 440 Vir, is 
(and doubtleſs thoul be) the laſt Word in the Ne. 
ding, that is, the 290 Verſe wien the Particle 1 
before it. So chat 3d Verſe ſhoutd rum thus, 
n . that Nee e or | the "Things LN 
divided, or detorniin d between two, WIA 
* 1 God as a Grin, FS ring Wks as 


E 


2 RF 


de e 
* W and the 
625 the Widow 


277 


* 
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SE 
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IT 


the Earth; and to raife up z Holy Se 66d” 
and ſo replen the Church, that chene 
may be always a holy Company of 
| Men and Women to. worſhip 'and "240 
fy God, There are ſeveral other Ends 
of Matrimony T might mention, but 
have other Things to peak to and 
therefore theſe Tall fuffice to ſhew, 
that Marrhage. is both an honourable "2 
and happy State. = 
Beſides this, our Bleſſed” Saviour's. 


ther and his Diſciples, at the Wedding 
in Cana, ſuppos d to be St. Fob; 'S,, does 
give uch A | Need to Mar: 


ſome d which Abe uche fam Man | 
ner as that which Dr. Hammond prefers, —_ 


p& after i. omitted; an ted 
pen eng and not fo proper bees 


Rei, — Ard the dowry d Women, dad: 7 i 
Virgin, chin ale Thing of rbe Cart] the firſt of 
which, as join d with, 13 diſtin ie om, the 
Virgin, muſt needs be the idm; in this 
oe: og a hong . 
of a wi 5 4 
Se. . Chis Cg: 


£ * $ 2 
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, 90 had be 1 
th reaforudle Doubt to 
3 make 
* 3 Na that any a Perſon ſhould con- 
ne tend that this pots wy always unmary * 


Company, With that of His koly Mo- 5 


OT 


muſt nc convince us of the, Di nity. 
of the marry'd. State,and wake us chear- 
fully ſubſcribe to the Apoſtle's 8 Doctrine, = 
that M arrigge is bonourable i in, all. = 
Truly our Lord himſelf did not, dei | 
ther could he, marry; that being un- 
ſuitable with the Dignity of his Divine 
Nature, and the End of his coming in- 
fo the World. But it is remarkable he 
did not difdain to be born of a marry d 


Woman, and gave the firſt Manifeſtati- 


on of his Glor at a Nuptial Feaſt, | 
This, 1 ſhould think, he would never 
have done, had Marriage been either 
an unlawful or an inconſiderable Thing. 
Neither can it be ſuppos'd he would 
have countenanc'd a Bridal Solemnity 
with his holy Preſence, had there been 
any Thing evil, or otherwiſe. than. ho- 
nourable in it. 
„Seeing then the Son of. God Was 
pleas'd to, W his Divine Company 
at a \Wedding:, Feaſt -, ſeeing he was 
pleas'd 70 ftay. ill che Wine was out, 
and was likewiſe pleas d to make Choice 
of that Opportunity to give the earli- 
eſt Demonſtration of his Divine Power; 
by doing his firſt Miracle, and ſupply- 
| 17 the Werten, with, a Freſh, Re- 
Cruit of. Wine, after the Stock he had 
laid 2 was nene, 1 0 5 Mp a 
5 e fi ver ar- 


D nem tuin L ik RGA Ri 
17 


the blefſed” Jſus, it is ' ſr fficie 


| 4 V2 COVERT SE 
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de = 
Marriage Was thus pg of b ehe Pris 

ſence, the Approbation, and Favour” of? 

ent Evi? 
dence, (Without farther Proof) thats 
Marriage is an "honorable State; „ l 
that thoſe ſplendid Entertainments that 


3 attend the Nuptials, may be abe 
low'd greater 


Degrees of Mirth and 
Plenty; and that the Gueſts may inno. 
cently indulge a Freer Uſe (thin * 


ry) of the god 3 God, Aa 
vided only: they keep themſelves 


from ally ſeemly Nlotpagd Debanchs- 
ries, which ive been known to have 
ſometimes "defird. the Nuptial Solem- 

F Adil a1 5 t 


1 our Bleſſed Lord had” a 


" An d- 


Opinion 'of Marriage, fo: fad il c 
Holy and worthy" 


en"of fold, And 
therefore it is no Wonder) when Fepha 
thab's Daughter was ppephring for 
Death; her Friends mourn thar-iſhes 
Foul d. die 4 2) Maid. rer 01 A 
A e fun . 0 Tegen dinovs} fl: 
There needs no fartherhrodff that 
Merrin ge in ancient r al 
2d in high Eſteem, and never run 
down and condemn'd, but by a Pur: 
bee ee Pie on So ce 


n —— . — . Z 


0 22 e Ne . 8 [1 7 
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L.of lying and ſeducing, Hexeticks * 
whoſe Notions in this (as in other Caſes | 
a eue 251 * of We | 


: Pe M. een 1 Ste, 5 
n the puxeſt Ages of 
| bythe, : and. moſt r r qligious Pere 
S e And ach as are 12 
ſolaze Enemies to it, I my preſi 
affirta, apoſſatize from the E 
3 of the Kinga 


ere in my Reflectic 
ee — idle Authority 0! 


who! if: Effet; nronounces 
Pew ple Apotares, Lyars; intron 

„ Tignaizd Rakes, and Men of a 
Ptoftitutet, Genſcivnce; And pony 
_ tetily.declavey, that the forhidieg to mar- 
wis one ofthe, DoT@hines,” Depts, 4 

As to what may be objedted 

the ſeventh Chapter of. St. Paul's Par 
_ Epiſtle tothe bias, it muſt be con- 
_ fidevid, chat-whatever che Apoſtle, lays 
e thes Chapin! that; |; 
11 4 vt 210 H nn 488 
8 5 
E 1 Tim. Fr Tg! 25 3. See Dr. mond A 
ons upon the Texts. | ft #77 Aer l 
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pexſecuting Times, ſo well provide fox 


: . 
mous pretended Chapter for Celibacy, 
relates not to the real Dignity or Law 
fulneſs of the nuptial State, but only 


. £ * 


to the accidental Indæpediency of it at 
that Time, it being a Time of Diſtreſs 


and Perſecution. And what he fays, 
he delivers as his own private Opinſon;- 
I ſpeak, (ſays he) and not the Lord; fand 
reſolves the Queſtians put to him, 
the Rules of human Prudence, A with 
Reſpecti to the / Tempr and Conditionſo 


the Party, and to the Diffeulzies and: 


Troubles of the Times, And with Re- 
gard: to ze Times, he adyifes a ſingle: 
Life, as being (not more honourahle in 
greeable to the then afflicted State 


P 0 4 


a * 


the Church; foraſmuch as, We all know, 


154 


it is more eaſy for a ſingle Man to grapr 


ple with; Difficulties, and wade three 
ſelf to take Care of; than for marry d 
People who. have a Family depending 
upon them, and can't, in nue 


them. Thus much St. Paul adviſes all 
unmarry' d People in general. 


In the 36, 37, and 38 Verſes, che 
Apoſtle conſiders the Caſe of Vir- 


gins in particular, and not of a Man's 


A 
WV 4 


ebe to marry him- 


ſelf, 


(16 9 1 
ſelf, er to live unmarry'd; of Vie- 
gigs who axe not at their og Diſpoſe, 
bu ander the Care and Power of Pa- 
tenats or Guardians; and is -directing 
theſe Parents and Guavdians, whether it 

bo beſt for wem to diſpoſe of Hheir Vir- 
gls in Marriage; e — In this Caſe,- 
tells chem; they muſt have particular | 
Re ed £0 particular Cireumſtances, eth 
D Reſpest to the Virgins themfelves, 


elugeable, e, and Aehguus to be lf 
adviſes them fo to diſpoſe of ker, fetal. : 
5 28 it ig the Part ofa good Parentto 
marfy His Children, Or if (us the A- 
poſthe' more ticularly exp preffes. him- 


en the' 26k Vat) 2 Father thinks. | 
dee , hin the 


at Teaſe þ aveth, * t For the 
dae Tenſe ſhall bebabs,a Thins uſual 
rh — —— mat is, ifs +; ther thinkd 
— full II utſeemly” wird bis 
u, in Caſe he ſheuld Keep her FI“ 

Ml have f daſt U the Prime or Flower 

oh "alli te in the mean Time 

| 2 e Ddfry, Need Fequires the 

ſhould marry; therefore (fays che 

beſtle) le rhen marry; the original Word / 
18 apc ea, in che Aua! Number, heren 

he before ſpoke inthe fin gular; ; fo that 
by: 4+ — "We are to under 0 
ads — E + i 


1 


for Matrimeny, if her 
be deferr'd; ar ST worſe, if Caſe ys has 


tion d, then he des wel 1% keep bis Fir. 


her own! 


 ſpeakifi 
Nenally 


7 
_ piano, ws ts that 8, 


a: 14 ) > 
the Vir in hex or elf, and the Ferſen that 
But ißt "ou be ſatisfy d he: does 


not wrong or oppreſs his Naughter, in 
forbearing to marry her, and finds. 7 — 


5 we are: taught in the 3zyth Verſe) rare 


ig ng' Necæſſind, either in reſpect of he 
-Defire, er fear of her growing 00 old 
rriage ſhould 


not the Gift of Continenee; if he ba 
full Pomer over bis own Will, and is not 
fore d to: marry his Daughter for theſe 
or ſueh ililee neceflary Reafons how men 


gin, forsſmuch as ak 3 n * 
Parent to mer agnter ag2l 

and Gonlent. 2 Ant: In 
preſent Fines; and the 


Regard to- the 


Aikrets ; Condition of the Church, he 


2 _ not fo = we 1 115 
oes better, not ſimply and abſolutely. 
„but does that which is — 
tter, or more gonvenient for 
His Daugliter, with Regard to the Pre. 
ſent Circumſtances of he Condition and 


the Hardneſs and Pe rplexity of the 
5 Times. Sythen (ſa 


** Apoſtle if the 
eth hben in Mar- 
ik it be her De- 
firs e "and Need o require, as 

D 2 Fass 


z th Verſe) be 5 


6³8690 


Was before obſerv d: But h- that river 
her not in Marriage, doth beiter q that is, 
doth better not to force her, in” Caſe ſhe 
has no Mind to it, or it be againſt: her 
Intereſt to marry. And this'the Apo- 
Me adviſes molt eſpecially in- — is 
ſome Times, even” "he! tlie Virgin be 
indifferent whether to marry or not; 
Ty; tho' ſhe be betroth'd or promis d 
at the ſame Timeg it is better, in uch un- 
Happy Times, (if ſhe be ſo willing) to 
forbear a- while marrying her; foraſ- 
much as a ſingle Life is more ᷑aſy and 
fupportable under a State of Perſecu- 
tion, with which the Church was then 
4 oppreſs'd, but mot ſimply and abſolute- 
His, for the ſame 'Apoftley"iri: other 
Caſe . recummends a marry*d - Eife be- 
Fore it, and expreſly declates, (if he be 
the Author of Aut Epiftle)/that Mar- 
fag fs bonne ef in all. Pon n 15 dan 
Aly Un 9 "£2. 79228 . 
LEY "come now to my ſecond Fropoſi- 
tion, Which is to ſhew, Thatla Wife, 
meaning (as the Author of my Text 
— himſelf in others Places) a2 
virtuous and prudent Wifeg is d great 
e + mc male "Wife, fimdeth 
ood Things": FEY TG IA (31 188 
When God ad fniſſ' d the Creation, 
he view'd all 25 of and ia w that 


they 
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was made Lord: of | the whole: Work 


= ‚ ‚ 7 S504 
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4 


| they were good: If all, then Woman, 
who was included in thoſe Works; and 


if Woman; then conſequently: a Wife 
muſt be a good Thing, and the rather 

becauſe ſhe? bears the moſt endearing 
Relation to us, and was ereated for that 
Pathſes" 1-172 21-116, 0030065 290 
"Rf Society is the Delight f Life, and 


ohn 


my pe. 
- . 


nothing is more agreeable to our Nature, 


as well as deſirable to our Fancies, than 
a bonſtant, intimate, and familiar Friend. 
and look d upon him, he ſavy it was net 


- 
» 
* 


good for him to be alone, and for that 


| Reaſon he proceeded to make Woman, as 


a Companion and Help-meet for him. 
Alas! Adam could not live pleafantly 


and well, even in Paradiſe, unleſs he 


had'a Wife; and therefore a Wife was 
gien him, in wWhoſe Company he might 
delight himſelf,” and enjoy a-perpetual 
Familiarity and Friendſhip.” Tho' de 


and had Dominion over all Creatures 
in vt, fill (till a Wife was given him? 
he wanted a Companion, in Mind 8 
well as in Body, in Diſpoſition and Af- 


fection anfwerable to himſelf. The 


greateſt Affluence of the good Things of 
this World could not afford him full 


Satisfaction, if he mult have been left 
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witkout ſuch an uſeful Friend and ſuit- 


very Ties of Duty and Intereſt, (the 


der all Circumſtances, for better for wi 


Sod's infinite Wiſdom and almighty 


; | - A + * © © > "1 | 
accom pliſh d, and endud her 
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able Companion. LI Db ele, 
Indeed there may be a very intimate 
and endearing Friendſhip between Man 
and Man, but the Delight and Benefit 


— 
4 
32 


of a Friendſhip between twoof the ſame 


Sex, cannot be always enjoy'd.. There 
axe many Accidents and Occaſions that 
often happen to ſeparate them, where- 
as in Marriage, a Man and Wife are in- 


ſtrongeſt Ties that can be) ate join d 


in the cloſeſt Affection, as if they were 


and Body; and made faithful and in- 


violable Friends at all Times, and un- 


Sher and Merber, and leave umta bis Wife» 
1» Befides, it can t be doubted (methinks | 


Nor without great Impiety) but when 


Pawer wusſet about forming 3 Crdature 
er the conſtant Service and Comfort of 
Man, he rearid. up the'marvellous: Ar; 
chitecture, euery ways beautiful _ 
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ſuck Excellencies and Perfections, as 
Woman muſt needs be capable of ma- 
And therefore there 
is ſomething (however tlie beſt: Things 
corrapted-b ecome the worſt) in the Na- 
ture and Canſtitution of that Sex ſo 
* inviting and attractive, as 
ſhews an chi ann tobe a Monſter . 
And ſuch-peculiar- Endowments God 


„As render their Con! 
verſation (as; well as their Perſons) more 


_ engadgihg and agreeable. It muſt in- 


deed be allow'd, that a Man's Com- 


pay may happen, on ſome Occafiens, 


ta be more inſtructiv, and ſometimes 
the belt for Counſel and Advice; but 
a good Woman bas undcubtedly the 
Advantage of ſuperior Charms 10 cafe 


hs Mind, to fo Are Fancy, and chear 


up and. ;exhilerate-his Spirits.. | There 
s (asc ſome ohſerve) 2 certain Rough- 


neſs' which fingle ecially 
Gel) conmett. y Ale Boligcitely of 
centracoby tlie eariuteſy o 

2 ſingle Life, bel is ſtrangely fil d off 
pblath'> dy che moving Sweetnefs 
and Delicacy fla Woman's Temper. 
What elſe cnuld the wiſe Ben: Syrach 
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little chagrin and 
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Companion never meet ami ſr; but above 

both, is a Wife with her Hu and? A 

Man, by the Per rplexity of Buſineſs, 

the epd e and the Imper- 

tinencies of ep 0 6 --apt. to be a- 
Wu 


rly; but what-" 
ever rümples or diſcompoſes him, is 
charm'd away by the obliging Con- 
verſation of an agreeable Spouſe; the 
Excellency, Prettineſs, and ſubmiſſive 
Sweetneſs of whoſe Society, diſpels 
the Fumes of . and lays: 
the evil Spifit aſſeesp .. 

And as the Woman was müde fdr 
Society, Jo was ſhe likewiſe made for 
a  Help-meet for Man. She was never 
deſign'd to be a Croſs, a Burthen, or 
Incumbrance to him, but was ordain- 
ed from: the Beginning, to comfort 
and aſſiſt him in all the Neceſſaries and 
Uſes of Life; and to partake of his 
Cares and Labours, as well as'ſhare: 
= his. Delights and! Pleaſures. Ihe 

very Reaſon of her Formation, (next 


to the Glory of God) was for the 


Benefit of Man, that ſhe might be 


helpful and profitable to him, in 


the keeping of his Houſe, in the 


Sovernment of his Family, in- the 


Care of his Health, and in the Pre- 


ſervation * hs. Eftate... — he that 


„ 
© 0 ad 5 3 Fo 


8 8 
o ad *. as £ 


ite 2 Ss 22 76 1 


mil r is 5 ee and there- 
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has a 1 it Woman to his Wife, has, 


greatly. the: dvantage of af 2. ſingle e Pe 


ſon; chile he is doing Bußneßz 185 
e D ors, or . takin -inho-. 
cent Diver ns. Abroad, Alt Ne "the 


ſame Time, 1s at Home - carefull G 
ahi to "the, "Affairs of the 15 . wily, 
22 15 8e TY great Apo tle” makes 

r_ Proper Office, and the: 155 

lotice of 1 hs” 
large Deſef ption of a good. Wife A 
which Ry is the better Way of, 


| thriving, in 1 8 World, ; of promo, 


ting - if nd. of Life, and of, prove | 
. or: 5 e Nec ceſſaries. 2nd, Conifor 7 
of it. 3 7 oY: 
And tho eib | ed are a) eth 


think all. thy m may be. done by. 11 1 


vants, vet a lit Eflection, a : 
believe; Teſs Axon ul The at 


it to be. a Miſtake ; for let Servants, 


be never 110 Faithful, they * Lanflor 
haye that immediate, "Concern. for I, 
528 as a-prudent Wife. She con- 
fi rs, that the; looking, after a Fa- 


80 a fore Er 


( 24 5 
OY . ndver fuffel fer 


or e een to exempt. her from over- 
looking the the Affairs of the Houſe, 
| from taking otice of the Neg l- 


ence and Spoils of Servants, Pa | 
xj ag \t e fducitio n and Well. 
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ef the Children. Theſe 

1 "PT dent. Womah 1o6ks upon 
as.” 8 bogs, ane. N Will 
Fer, think them Nett an to 
Lan for Hef Eltate a Fang ] itth ind fo 


5 VE them Eritir Fe to one ho m ae 1 
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888 have a 


to e to 0 605 15 5 wk 125 | 
; ne Lo, 5 
1 ad as # go ood, Wife, {helpful to 
a Man * he Mana on | 'of his 
h LF is the likewiſe in the 
. yr. 0 his ahh «ena Men 
ds en 


e we 188 te "of 
10 Hh Monitor a d Supp ort to her 
Hu and in this Neis which ſhe 
never forgets... how ſolemnly the. 
promis'd wi ſacred Minute, ſhe 

Pied her Troth, and, ee he'd 
in 
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wt as. he. who 27 1 Fife 
lb Ut good ＋ op #4 1. 5 uh | 


to the Mang gement f 
and the 1 of . 17 
does he likewiſe in 
Preſeryation af his 
will not diminiſh it Sees 
no, nor preſe 27 it niggardl And 


| while | ſhe 08 endeavon again 
one Extream of ma 17 4 4 


igure | 


yond her Circumſtances, ces, 1 5% Will be 


careful to avaid the other of keep- 
ing ſuch a ſorry pitiful We and 


appearing in ſo ſordid, ſo ungenteel, 


and pinching a Manner, as is be- 


1580 the Credit "of... the 


Thus Fe ſee” in 17 many R 
ife is 3 pf 
Te” a canſtant Com rt 


| 275 GN to hex Hyſband. "Her 


C 510 gives..a Man > freſhment © 
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the Sun, rel himſelf under the Sha 


dow of the tender Herb. She 18 
not therefore to be accounted (as 


ſome phraſe it) a | neceſſary Evil, or 
only a Nurſery fo Poſterity. No, 


ſhe is a, Meet-Help, and the Friend- 


hip and Affection between her ſelf 


171 her beloved Confort, are ce- 
mented by an equal and a common z 


Dee. Paulinas Good and mine 
(ays * 50 Seneca) were ſo wrapt 


< up together, that in conſulting her 


< Comfort, I provided for my own: And 


* when I could not prevail upon her 
4 to take leſs Care för me, ſhe pre- 


& wild upon me to take more Care 


4 for my ſelf. 3 
8 en, as has been alk, 
proves 17 good Wife to be a Ble 


ling. And for the farther Confir- 
mation of this Truth, it may not 


be amiſs. to obſerve to you what 
the wiſe Son of Syrach. ſays upon 
this Point. (7) Bleſſed. is the Man 
(fays. he) that Has a virtnous'Wife, for 
1 Number of bis Days ſhall be double. 


A virtuous 
and be e AF rhe 
5 1 A 7 Peace. 


oman rej 2 her 5 : 
_ A his Life in 


A. Ke . 1 . pi 1 25 
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Peard. "good Wife 7 2 gp Portion, 
which "bat By; given 0 the Portion of t; em 


; Wat 0 the Tod.” 0 9 The Grace of @ 


1 > (as he goes on à little farther) 
5 her Huſband, oh ber Di iſcretion 
fat his Bones. A ſilent and loving 
bad is a Gift of the Lord, and there 
is nothin 1 ſo 'much worth, ar a Mind well 


inſtructed. A tnodeft fd faithful Woman 


= double Grace, and Her continent Mind 


cannot be l. As "the. Sun when it 
riſeth in the high Heaven, ſo is the Beuu- 


ty of a good 72 in the Ordering of ber 
: Houſe.” | Again he ſays, (I) The 5 


of. a ' Woman cheareth the Countenancę, 


and a Man loveth nothing better.” 2 there 
be Kindneſs, Meekneſs, and Comfort in her 


Tongue, then is not ber Huſband like other 


Men; that is, he is happier than other 


Men. He that getteth a Wife, (meaning 
a good Wife, ſuch as 1s deſcrib'd in the 
foregoing Verſes) beginneth a Poſſeſſion, 
a Help like unto himſelf, and a Pillar of 
Reſt; that is, beginneth to thrive and 


re joyce; but where no Hedge is, there 
(ſays he) the Poſſeſſion is ſooil'd d; and he 


that hath no Wife, wandereth up and down 
mourning. 
And 


and _—— 


"a Excl 26. 13, 14, 16, as 
C1) Eccluſ. on 22, 260 25. 
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1 
And thus, Ido Plane, I have unde- - 
niably made good my ſecond Propoſi- 
tion, viz. That a Wife, a virtuous and 
prudent Wife, is a great Blefling, 


s w A 


that findeth 4 Wife, findth « Good 


THING. 


o 


I am, in the next Place, to put you 
in Mind that this Bleſſing proceeds from 
the Lord. But this, and ſome Obſer- 
vations of the Manner how this Bleſ- 
fing (when a Man has found and ob- 
tain'd it) ſhould be receiv d and treated; 
together with ſome few Directions to 
thoſe who have never been yet fa- 


vour'd with this Bleſling, in order to 


their proving happy and ſucceſsful 
whenever they come to it, I ſhall con- 


fider and lay before you in my follow- 


Ps af” Pb OS, a 2 


Tz 


LACIE 
dg + 


F * * * X " ? 
” " — * 5 E P 
5 4 % 8 2 ' f 4 
a 2. 4 \ ö 
1 3% = ; p : WED, © . f ts 
4% \\3 PX a 2 : 23 8 4 * 1 
- — f 
* 4 —_ 
- 3 * 
« * - 4 44 * * . " « 
8.4 : { 7 2 . * p , 
% & 1 3. 5 i „ 65 F 1 y 7 . 
9 5 » 2 ” ; bd * 
7 * - 1 ** 1 * 2 3 n 
? » 
[ 


. * 
* - ö 
+} 2 7 
y 1428 
* » 


55 W FER: 5 a Te fot 12 Ne 


«. 4 HI * 
3 N * A po» £ * * 
1 4 4 8 0 . g 7 * q f 
344 \ * 1 . 


P Pu Ov. Xvi. „ Var. 22. : 


2 10 0 fauler a Wife, be a good 


Thin and obtainerh Favour | G.. 4 
the oral, | 


. 1 : 3 * $ . 0 * l ' * * 
* ; 


> * Words do offer to us 


— 


| theſe three Propoſitions; | 


Fa 1 2+: 


ft, That Marriagi . on 
— an honourable, and happy, 
State, aer 
-2dly, That a virtuous and prudent 
Wite, is a great Bleſſing. 


3dly, That this — is from the 
Lord, 


— 


The two firſt Ehre already cons 
der d, and made good; and am now. 
to diſcourſe upon the third, and to put 

ou in Mind, that the Bleſſmg in my 
Fake: is. from the Lord. He that find- 

etha Wife, findeth 4 good Thing, and 
(ſays my Text) obtaineth Favqur of the 
Lord. And the” ſame” Author, in the 
very next Chapter, 'repeats the fame 
_ . Thing in theſe Words; ( n) Houſes and 
4h. Riches, are the Inheritance of: Fathers ;, 
. 4 and 4 - prudent 5 0 7s from the Lord. 
\.. 18 -.- It e e er Exerciſe of Provi- 
' _ dence, to ike all Men their For- 
tunes and Condleighs' in this Life. We 
could not wänt to be perſwaded of 
this, if we would conſider how pun- 
Qual and particular God's Providence 
is, even over the ſmalleſt and moſt 
trifling Occurrences in the World. 
Our Saviour has taken Care to ſhe v 
us, that it extends even td! the 1 Lie 
of a (u) Sparrow, a Creat de of the 
meaneſt Value, two of w ich being. 
Worth but the tenth Part a Roman. 
2 and 2 one of them falls, 
je 1 ** 8 not 


Cn) Prov. 19. 4. 


Po me A 
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not to the Ground, without the parti- 
cular Notice and Providence: of God. 
And even the (o) Hairs of our Head 


are all number'd; ſo that not one of 


them falls off, without the Knowledge 


of our Heavenly Father. All which 


is to teach us, that God's Providence 
is over the meaneſt, the moſt inconſi- 


derable, and even contemptible, Oecur- 


rences in the World. And if it reaches 


to theſe minute Things, which are but 
(as it were) the Circumftances:of Na- 
ture; certainly Man, who is the Head 
and Lord of all, and for whoſe Sake 
and Service every .:Tbing | elſe was 
form'd, may be well aſſur 4, that God 
exerciſes an eſpecial Providence Over 
him and all his Affairs; and if over 
all, undoubtedly much more over the 
finding and obtainingiithat good Thi 
mention d in my Text, ias heing an A 


fair of the gneateſh NE? and: Con- 
Lern. inn 41 12 


It is a i ſoit upon What lit- 
tle unexpected Things the Fortunes af 


Men turn! What 4 ſtrange acciden- 
tal Concurrence - of different Cauſes 


frequently happens, which produces 
F unex- 


; =: 


Co) Matt, 10. 30s t TO 


- 


0 32 ) „„ 
unexpected and undeſign'd Effects! 
This is Reaſon enough to believe that 
God governs, what we commonly call, 
Chance and Fortune; and that the 
moſt unexpected Events, how caſual 
ſoever tliey appear to us, are foreſeen 
ant order d By him. 

Nothing is more caſual than a Lot, 
(and I think Matrimony has been of- 
ten liken'd to a Lattery) yet even that 
(as (5) Soloman obſefves) is manag'd 
and diſpos'd of by the Lord. When 
the Lot is drawing, a Man has no Rea» 
ſon to preſume he:ſhall draw a Prize, 
rather than a Blank: It is all purely 
accidental; it is out of Man's Know- 
ledge, and therefore- not in his Power. 
But the Knowledge of God, is a Light 
ſhining in every dark Corner, and 
graſps the moſt ſlippery Uncertain- 
ties; and be they never ſo accidental 
in their Production, they are all na- 
ked and preſent to his all-ſeeing Eye. 
He knows which Way the Lot ſhall 
fall, as perfectly as if it was already 
caſt. So that nothing is caſual or ac- 
_<idental . with Reſpect to God, wha 

foreſees and appoints all the * 
„ * l +. - 
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. and Viciſſitudes of Things, and over- 


rules and dire&ts the odd and unac- 
countable Surprizes of human - Acci- 
denn 55 Too Yano watt 

Same are rais'd from Nothing, and 
come to make a ſplendid: and magni- 
ficent Figure in the World. Others 
from ſmall. Beginnings, have been ad- 
vanc'd to the higheſt Dignity, and ſeat- 
ed in Places of the firſt and: ſecond 


? 


Magnitude : Who, looking upon a Per- 
fon who perhaps is ſcarcely arriv'd to 
the Title of a Gentleman, would ima- 


gine that ſuch an one ſhould ever ad- 
vance to the Grandeur of a Peer? Or 


that a Woman of the meaneſt Extract, 
and but indifferent Merits, ſhould come 
to be a Dame of Honour? And yet 


ſuch Things have been, and more 
ſtrange and unlikely Turns in the For- 
tunes and Conditions of Mankind. ell 
Who could have thought, (as (90 


one, upon another Occaſion, has ob- 


ſerv'd before me) who could have 
thought, when Agathocles' was hand- 
ling the Clay, and making Pots under 
his Father, he ſhould ever have come 
to be King of Sicily? And even in our 
eder - F 2 own 
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own Age and'Country, we have had 
an Inſtance (often ſpoken of) of a () 
broken raſcally Fellow, who, from a 


Thread-bare Cloak, and a greaſy Hat, 


has come to be inveſted with the Royal 
Robes; and, in Effect, to wear a Crown 
(which in Reality I think was never 
plac'd) upon his Head. Indeed we have 
had a great many Inſtances in the World 
of Mens Fortunes being rais'd, as like- 
wife of their Lives being preferv'd, no 
Body knows how, nor by what unuſu- 
al, unobſery'd, and unthought of In- 
ſtruments and Means. 
And in the ſame ſurprizing Manner 
has the Ruin and Downfal of others 


been brought to -paſs: Of which the 


World has not been without | awaken- 


ing Inſtances ; Inſtances of thoſe who, 


from the Pinnacle of Honour and State- 


lineſs, have been (when they little ex- 
pected a Fall) tipt down into the 


Vale of Miſery and Same. 
Alas! one Misfortune, one falſe Step, 


a fingle unexpected Loſs, has reduc'd. 


many a Man from Plenty, to a Mor- 
ſel of Bread. A Buller, a Tile or a 
Stone from a Houſe, has prov'd, by 


* a N „ 
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mere Accident, the fatal Extinguiſher 
of Life. A Man ſhall fetch a Stroke 
with his Ax, to hew down the Tree, 
and the Head ſhall flip off from the 
Helve, and light upon his Neighbour, 
and kill him. An (g) unlucky Woman 
ſhall throw a Stone from the Wall, and 
it ſhall pleaſe God to direct it to the 
Head of " dbimblecd, and the King ſhall 
be deſtroy'd. ; 

And thus it happens in the Caſe of 
F riendſhip and Acquaintance, which a 
Man contracts in the World, and which 
often terminates into Matrimony : ; and 
that by ſuch unlikely Occurrences, as 
that Chance ſhall ſeem to have the ru- 


ling Stroke. A long, and ſometimes 


an incoherent, as well as ſurprizing Se- 
ries of Accidents, concurs. to the pro- 
ducing of it; which is enough to per- 
ſwade us, that it is manag'd and brought 
about by the inviſible Hand of Pro- 
vidence. A Man, by mere Accident, 
lights into Company, poſſibly being 
driven into a Houſe by bad Weather, 
and there begins an Acquaintance with 
a Perſon, whom perhaps otherwiſe he 
guid: never have known: : This Ac 
„ 30. 312] NN 
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(36) 
quaintance continues, and riſes to ſuch 
Endearments, as at laſt commences in- 
to the neareſt Relation, and proves the 
Support of his Mind, and the Comfort 
of his Life, to his dying Day. Ano- 
ther, as he walks the Streets, by a ſud- 
den Glance of the Eye, ſhall look him: 


ſelf into Admiration, and fall a Victim 


to her Charms. A third, (with as lit- 
tle Deſign) by the ſecret unknown Pro- - 
greſſions of the Paflions, as he fits at 
Table, ſhall gaze away his Heart, be 
fmitten with Flames and Raptures, and 
lie at the Mercy of the innocent Inva- 
Thus we ſee Chance (which Almigh- 
ty God always governs and direds) kas | 


the caſting Voice in the Diſpoſal of all 


Things; Things both of the greateſt, 
and of the leaſt Concern. And I ber 
lieve there are not many Inſtances a- 


mong thoſe who are marry'd, (if they 


would but fit down, and look back up- 
on that amazing Train of Occurrences 
that firſt brought on the Acquaintance, 


and inflaenc'd the Paſſions) but would 


ſnew, that Chance in no Affair is mare 


ruling, and the Hand of God more vi- 


fible, than in the Caſe of Matrimony. 


In this Senſe, I take it, the finding 4 
Wife may be liken'd to a Lottery, = 


V 
the old Saying verify'd, that Matches 
are made in Heaven. 40) bf a 

Not that we need ſuppoſe, that ever 
any two Perſons are ſo irrevocably de- 
creed for each other, as they cannot 
refuſe ;/ and (whether they will or no) 
muſt come together, in Spight of all 


Oppoſition. Why ſhould we think fo? © 


That would be an Invaſion upon Free- 
Will. But it is the Providence-of God, 
(that great Over-ruler of Time and 
Chance) which firſt brings about the 
Acquaintance from whenee proceed 
thoſe tempting Impreſſions, ſo pleaſing 
to our Fancies; which (tho' they do 
not irreſiſtibly force our Wills) yet do 
very powerfully charm and invite our 
Reſolutions. So that what is really 
the Effect of divine Providence, is at 
the ſame Time a voluntary and free A& 
in our ſelves; and yet Chance ſhall 
ſeem to have the ruling Power in the 
Mien may think what they pleaſe of 

Policy, it ſignifies but little in this, 
and other like Matters; and Theophra- 
ſtus has been ſo bold to ſay, Vitam re- 
git Fortuna, non Sapientia; Our Life is 
govern'd by Chance, and not by Wiſ- 
dom. For when we have done all we 
can, and beat our Brains never ſo ach, 
811 the 


33 - 
the Reſult of all our Thoughts, Pro- 
jects, and Devices, are at the Mercy of 
a ſingle Accident; and therefore, as to 
the Things of this Life, I conceive it 
Was well faid, That one Grain of For- 
tune, is worth a Pound of Wiſdom. 
The Words of the Tragick Poet upon 
this Subject, are pretty notable. | 


| Non ſollicitæ poſſunt curæ 
 Mutare rati ſtamina fuſs. 
| Quicquid patimur, mortale genus, 
Quicquid facimus, venit ex alto, 
Servartq; ſue decreta colus n. 
Lacheſs : durd revoluta manu, 
Omnia certo tramite vadunt ; 
Primuſq, dies dedit extremum. © 
- Seneca, CEdip. Ver. 981. 


Again, = 


Regitur fatis mortale genus, 
Nec ſibi quiſpiam ſpondere poteſt 

EFirmum & ſtabile : Perque caſus 
Volvitur varios, ſemper nobie 
Meduends, die.. 
Add. Octav. Ver. 913. 
The Poet very elegantly (but a lit- 
tle too much of the Stoick) obſerves, 
that nothing is able to prevail 17 — 
: | f - the 


(39) 


the 8 Lacheſis, and make her 
unwind her Spindle; that all that we 
Mortals do or ſuffer, comes from a- 
bove; that all Things proceed in a 
ſettled and appointed Courſe; and that 
each Day preſſes on the former. That 
Mankind is govern'd by. Chance; that 
he can promiſe himſelf nothing ſure 
and ſtedfaſt; that we are all fubject 
to various Accidents; and have Need. 
to be in continual. Fear of the evil 
Day, and always uncertain what 
will be: Which ſeems to be con- 
firm'd by the wiſe Preacher, when he 
tells us, that Time and Chance hap- 
peneth unto all. (t) I return d, (ſays 
he) and ſaw under the Sun, that "the 
Race is not to the Swift, nor the Bartel 
to the Strong; neither yet Bread to the 
Wiſe, nor get Riches to Men of Un- 
derſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men of 
Skill; but Time and CHANCE bappen- 
eth to them all. Some favourable criti- 
cal Junctures and unſeen Accidents are 
more powerful than all human Strength, : 
Wiſdom, and Policy ; or than any the 
moſt natural and likely Means' of Suc- - 
| ceſs. . N | 
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Kb. to 110 1 have attributed to 
Chance, if It fe * confider'd; that - 
make: God the Governor and Director 5 
of it, and mean no more by it, than 
an Inſtrument of divine e 

hing 


and: which can never do any 


without God's Commiſſion, it 3 plaifi 
I-throw afide all abſolute. Neceſſity 
and Fate; and do not contend for any 


ſuch Thing as mere. Chance and For- 


Hs S0 far indeed We ay admit of 


ate, as to mean. by it the Decree 
(whether abſolute or conditional) of the 
divine Will, without which nothing 1 is 


done 5 and oe Fortune, as to, mean by 
that the Concourſe. or the 3 5 


which, tho? it be not foreſeert 0 of Bra. 
Bath been foreſeen of God, and plac' 


among the Series of Cauſes, * All ich: 


terminates at laſt into God's Infinite 
Fore-knowledge and over-rling Pro- 
vi ence. - 


doubt not. but by this Time you 


will. calily apply what has been ſaid, 
to the Subject before us; and as little 
ueſtion, but you are perfectly 
perſwaded, hat "rhe of Thing 
mention'd in the Text, is a Bleſſing 
from the Lord. For who but God 
Ewhofe over-ruling Providence preſides 


over all Contingencies) brings to paſs 


the 


U 


the Hand os the 


£4) 
the firſt Meeting, and ſtrikes the early 
Impreſſion? Who but he (who 7 
even the Hearts of Kings and Pr rinces) 
works up the Inclinations of the two 
Parties, and ſometimes, contrary to all 
Likelihood and Appearance, diſpoſes 
their Hearts and Affections to each 
other? So certain is it, that Whoſo find- 
eth a Wi ife, obtaineth Favour off the Lord. 


Thus I have made good the three 
Propoſitions offer d in my Text. How- 
ever, I muſt not diſmiſs this Subject 
without obſerving i in what manner Mis ; 
Bleſſing, this good Thing, fhould be. re 
ceiv'd and treated. 

A virtuous and prudent Wife 1. 3 a 


Treaſure worth ſeeking 1 in the remoteſt 


Parts « of, the Earth. Her Price is above 
Rubies 3 ſhe is like the C) Merchant's 
Ship, fall fraught and laden with ſuch 
Comforts and Proviſions as will do a 
Man good all the Days of his Life. She 
muſt therefore be receiv'd ene 
and Thankſgiving) as a Preſent 

12 7 and 92 Math 
(with all Tenderneſs and Reſpe& N as a 
Help meer for Man. She muſt be look'd 
1 2 upon 
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upon as 2 Partner, a Loke- fellow, and 


Companion; and therefore whatever 
Authority the Husband 1s allow'd, it 
muſt not be (w) arbitrary and outra- 
geous; it muſt be exempt from Force 


and Violence, and evermore attended 


with Moderation, Meekneſs, and Kind- 

nels. 5 ew. 
This is but what the Nature of the 

Marriage-Union requires,which reſtores 


to the Man the Rib that was loſt, and 


ſo makes of Two, One Perſon: And 


therefore the Apoſtle exhorts every 
Man () to love his Wife as himſelf. And 


to ſet forth more particularly the Mea- 


ſure of this his Conjugal Love, the 


ſame Apoſtle inftances in the greateſt 
Degree of Love that was ever expreſs'd 


or conceiv'd, and that is, the Love of 
_ Chriſt to his Church, (y) Huſbands, 


(ſays he) love your Wives, even as Chriſt 
alſo lov'd the Church, and gave himſelf 


for it. 


Now be pleas'd to- conſider how 


Chriſt lov'd the Church, and yet how 


the Church behav'd herſelf to Chriſt. 
The Church was diſobedient, and had 


4 
LR eee 
* by - 


Cxy Epheſ. 5. 33. 


0 Epbe/. 5. 23. 
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many Failings and Imperfections, you 
know it; notwithſtanding which, Chriſt 
lov'd her ſo as to leave all that was 
near and dear to him, for her Sake, ſo 
as to come down from, and relinquiſh 
his Father's Embraces, to help, cheriſh, 
oblige, and comfort her. And rather 
than any Miſchief or Misfortune ſhould 
fall upon his belov'd Spouſe, he inter- 
pos'd between that and her, and took 
the fatal Blow upon himſelf : So ought 
Men to love their Wives, even as Chriſt 
alſo lov'd the Church. 5 
And as Chriſt ſtript himſelf of all 
his Glory, and humbly condeſcended 
to a mean Condition of Life, for the 
Church's Sake; ſo ſhould, and ſo will, 
every good Man, upon Occaſion, a- 
bridge himſelf of his former Freedom, 
Plenty, and Pleaſure, which he us'd 
to enjoy in a ſingle Life, for the Sake 
and Benefit of his endear'd Partner; 
and not (as ſome have done) upbraid 
and reproach her, as being the Cauſe 
of all thoſe unexpected Neceſlities, 
Troubles, or Incumbrances he finds in 
a marry'd State; and of which the 
poor, innocent, unhappy Woman, tis 
probable, has the greatclt Share. | 


And 
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And a is one Thing which, if it 
was but duly conſider d, methinks, 


would ſoften a Man of the moſt rigid 


Temper; I mean the Diſadvantages 4 
Wife more eſpecially lies under: The 
Difficulties and Confinements ſhe is 
ty'd to, and the unavoidable Pain and 
Sufferirigs , to which ſhe is ſubject; F 


and that not only in the breeding an 


bringing forth her Children, but alſo 


in the nurſing and bringing them up: 


I ſay, if theſe Things be confider'd, 
beſides many more Diſadvantages, and 
Uneaſineſſes, and Dangers a Woman is 


peculiarl expos'd to, Pity and Com- 


paſſion (where Reaſon and Religion 
fail'd) would move'a Man (tho' not 
of the beſt Temper) to. deal tenderly 
with a Wife, and Hol to make her Bur. 


Yen as. eaſy and comfortable as may 


t theſe, and. ſome other Con- 


fiderations as obvious, will make a 


Man labour to gain the Love of his 
Spouſe by all the Expreſſions of Af. 


fection and Reſpect, that ſhe may ea- 
ſily ſee her own Happineſs, and be 


perſwaded ſhe could never have match d 
herſelf to a better Huſband, and a 


more ſuitable Companion. And all 


this 


1 


FS. 


_ RON TO) and obliging Way may 


(and ought to) be manag'd. with fo 
much Moderation and Diſcretion, that 
no Encouragement. or . Occaſion mall 
be given her (even tho* ſhe. de an 
indife creet. an high-ſpirited” Woman) 


to wax infolent, and forget the Re- 
hes ſhe owes to. her Huſband. For 


o' there is an Equality between Man 


and Wife, there 510 however, a great 


many, Things in Which the Huſband 


ought to have the. Preheminence. And 
if in ſuch Caſes. he ſhould. yield to 


the Ambition of 4 ſtately domineer- 
ing Woman, (and which no modeſt 


prudent one would expect) he would 


in all Likelihobg too foon find him- 
ſelf under an uneaſy Yoke; and, with 
the Loſs of his Authority, | loſe his 
Peace and Quiet. 8 

Once more, before I part with my 
Subject, I muſt obſerve, that. the Look 
Thing in my Text, muff be treated a 
one that has à joint Title to her 
Huſband's Goods Sg Poffeſfions. 
can't be ſuppos'd, that Perfons 70 u u- 
nited, as to be accounted but one 
Fleſh, ſhould have divided Intereſts, and 
ſeparate Purſes. | A Wife is the near- 
eſt Relation which the World affords ; 


40 
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ſo near, that our Parents, from whom 


we derive our Being, and whoſe Fleſh 
and Blood we are, muſt give Place to 


this cloſer Unity; and 2 Man muſt leave 
bis Father and Mother, and cleave. un- 
to his Wife: And that Union which' 
is between them, muſt be a Union of 


Goods and Properties, as well as. of 


Heart and Life. We need not go to 


the Word of God for this, for it is a- 


greeable to the common Reaſon of 
Mankind; and therefore the Roman 


Law declar'd Marriage to imply 2 


perpetual Conſortſhip of Life, with a Com- 


munication of all divine and human 
Rights, A Communication of Rights 
and Intereſts, is, by. all Nations, e- 


ſteem'd ſo natural and neceſſary, that 


a Wife (whether ſhe brought any Dow- 


ry or no) has a Right (though there 


preceded no Deed of Settlement) to 


a Maintenance ſuitable to herſelf, out 


of the Huſband's Eſtate, as well as 


comes Proprietor of all that Fortune 


which (before) ſhe could properly call 
Hence it is, that at the publick So- 


lemnization of Matrimony, the Man 


is directed to addreſs his Bride in theſe 
N 1 1 e 


( | 


1 


and prudent. 


(470 


Words, 17 ich all my Norlalhy) Goods I 


thee endow: Which Words. were: anci- 
ently, and are ſometimes-ſtill attend- 
ed with (by no Means an in enn 


Ceremony of preſenting. the. W 


with a Purſe. But whether 6 en- 
dowing: Ceremony be obſerv'd. or no, 
by the very pronouncing of the Words, 


he gives her Liver and Seiſi of his 
Eſtate; which, chough ſhe muſt nets "a 


2 0 . his Conſent, 


may * d ought to) haye Ute a of 


it for her Occaſions. No Man th there- 
fore can be. juſt to his Marriage-Con- 


tract, who —.— his Wife the Uſe. of 
his 1 and whatever elſe. belongs 
0. ry. to 


to him, ſo. far as 15 nece 
Support of her Eaſe and amily, ic 
far as is agreeable to his Ability and 


Circumſtances, ſuitable to her own 


Quali and Fortune, and he ſees ſhe 
ee profu ſe: 11 7 
gant. And he is unwort! N a good 

del of W having 
ſuch an.one to his W ife, that W hk 
entire Poſſe{ſion of his Heart and Sou 


ſhall offer to debar her the Uſe of hi 


Money, when all that is in his Power 
to W 4 is leſs than the e en 


* 8 i 7 b "WT 5 $ 4 TA. | * , * n W447 > 
1 . 5 L , 8 
c * boots 4 4 6 VE. 4-6. af ? — 2449 
* 1 * » 
ks 1 z y 
; . > 
* 


(48) 

1 Fink 1 ned Ry nd ghee as to tlie 
andſome and obli ng fanner where 
inthe zovd Thing in my Text ſhuuld be 
diente and receiv d, as it is 4 8 = 

from the Lord? io, p RY 
Now 1 beg nave: to ebnelude with 
om, Ap plication: (by way of Directioft 
Adi de) * ach as never yet have 
deen favour? never — 9 been ho+ 
ndur'd with the Bleſing in 2 y Text. 
And TOE L am direRin in this 
tLt be juſt” ent obſer: 
0 Var, 0 wi ery Advice is 4 Commen+ 
tion of a feln Inſtance now before i us, 
whoſe pradent Example and Conduct | 
afe, is 4 better Sermon than 1 


i , 


1 er 
E 1 * 


"However Nt the Conſderation of 
Mit has bein 1d upon this engaging 
Th 127 heme fit for the Tongue 
rick” of an Angel) teach 
who dre hot advanced to the 
d . Bte, , (being ane of the moſt 
fp partatit A ions af your Lives, and 
2 to contribute Ni” to your 
pr r Thy ineſs or Miſery) to pro- 
ceed therein with the utmoſt Seri- 
oufffefs and Concern. There are (it 
muſt be W d) too many un- 
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15 n Concern. 1s .yngerta en Ton 
. * 


are aun 


ee! miſcarry „ 
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which: do 2eally 


recommend the 8 wy an * 
tribute to the Sb au Typ: 
ſe of the 8 | Bern negled 
the fundgmenzal To of 
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happy _ Matches, in the... 
1 5 7 Cit. ral, Þ be fail) fo Tos 1 by . 
et People's gn Faults, tat ſo.may 


ny are rendara ney F coming 


no. 1 State. 


Gan e is n Concern of oe 


Nr 


man Life w_ ſo "rear. Weigh 
An (Nene, as that "oe. 


Wi” wh and Lightneſs. 
and with ittle Alwe and 
vircumf Fe N One Affair that 1 
know f, 1 en 2nd Women 

ty och e Folly. W c 
_of a, Spouſe, And the Res 
am "nent, þ why. page, E 
t 


We. Ar. ly ar t 1900 je od 5 
1 


never, from any. Indu- cement or 


ſideration Cover ro take one 


whom at the ſame Time they — 
28 Jeaſt n 


N 1 


e 592 hay, "(porwith: 
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fon they think they can never be | 
perſwaded to fancy "and. 5 in. 


ither they Marte to ſatisfy their 


Luſts, or to fulfil their Avarice. 


And when Money or Beauty are the 
only inviting Motives, tis then Odds 
but the indiſcreet unthinking Party 
18 quickly .deceiv'd, and finds the 
marry'd Life a State of Sorrow, too 
he 2 ſmoaky Houſe, ' and, perhaps, 
: by e very, 1 Pact ure of Fiel. 
| Ther fare, to enſurs "NL Happinets, 


and experience, the Endearments of 


marry d Life, you e be care- 


ori to fix © Fur "Choice 5 where you 
have at Leak a Liking t 3 1 8 


And this ect 1 cannot ber- 
Nia 4 ith. t vantage, tha 
inds, with g. eater + dvantage, t 
in the Words of an Ae Wii 


Would marry, is not 
able, but ext pedient, bes 
neceſſary” W the Duty 


Perſon | 
@ * only Fi 
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nd impreſs” upon” your 


who 1 in a prett and ingenious Treatife 
8 en Umſelf thus, (Z).“ To love 
ven wich f ſome Paſſionateneſs the 


C 


C 


x 
they pre RN 


you have once en 5 "our Faith; 


5 1 or it has been obferv'd, that Love 
e goth ſeldom ſuffer it ſelf to be c 


5 fin'd by other Wet 1 00 705 of 
* its own making; and few (but the 
« that are f. 70 File, as they. fee po. | 
= to be almoſt in Love before hand 
«with tlioſe they marry) prove fo 
« honeſt, as 1 to be in Love 


with none elſe. Since, therefore, the 


4 Marriage of a "wiſe Man ſup ppoſes 
Hat. leaſt as high a Degree of _ pep 
* 2s he is capable to cherth;” without 
T iting "that Title, 1 can ſcarce 


40 diſallow the being S Ae in 


8 


4 Love, * bein 7 Jarious to 
M < Marriage, F TE . | 
Pp "we . [FT a FRY 150 Karr 
5 indifferent Advocate for Peo- 
5192 bing (to be ſurè then at leaſt 
or the ry 855 the Perfon, before 
m arry. There! is on- 

I one Thing 6 be carefully obſerv'd 
in this Matter, and that is, not to place 
hei Ir AﬀeRtighs but "where "they ſee 
Auſe to love,. It therefore nearly 
:oncerns* you, and is your Intereſt, as 
ell as Credit, to lock in the firſt Place 
at the Virtues · and Quilifications of 
[he Mind, and then hive a decent 
mordin 


7; 10 5 for a or 15 fte in Love. 


(52) 
ſubordiogts 2 ard to the 1 


Form and Wealth: of, the Perſon. . Let 
Prudence, 1 8587 y bes ion; let 


Meckack, 1 mw and 200 Nature; 
gnd. let : that. which .gines,2. peculiar 


uſtre to 2 Woman's Charms, which, 


+, 


like the \ flaming Hroard, keeps the Pa- 
xadiſe of her 1 Os 1 and. Lech Seat, 
the Throne of all „ et 
7 Madefty 5 als 1 T Thing. 1 


With, 


4 Phot fa 189499 for Honour aour or Hſtate. 
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ſelves to 
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tain Appetite): too often goe 
2 Surfeit, and expires in che Poſſeſs 


Kies of the Mind, like ſd many ve 


Flame of your Affections, and keep 


(3). 


where that: Love, / rhat Foidemical 


Love, ( a8 Plato calls it) that termi» 
nates upon 4 handſome Face, or 4 


N Fortune, (having no ſolider 
oundation than the ſatisfying a cer- 


* 0 
5 74 
off in 


fion of the Object; the other, which 
is founded ugon the Virtue; Modeſtyn 


and good Nature of the Perſon ad: 


mir d, feeds no outward Arts or Eni- 

belliſhments to nouriſh and ſupport it ; 

like the Phænix, inſtead of dying and 

r in its Aſhes, will riſe che 

more ſprightly and vigorous, and re- 
6 The Viet 


ſtal Virgins, will always preferve the 


them ſweetly burning, 'v 
© By | this Tims 'poſlibly- yo 
fancy your ſelves fufficiently: prepar d 


to make a prudent anda'pood Choice: 


But I muſt tell you, there is ſome- 


thing yet bekind, to 'which, if you 


ſhould not have a great 'Regard, 


may ( notwithftanding - all that has 


been ſaid) be diſappointed in your 
Expectations, and come off with 
grace. 5; 


tues and Qna+ 
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That you may not therefore join 
an Ox and an Aſs together, it very 
apart ar concerns you not to match 
to 2 Per 


on of contrary Principles, 
and a different Religion. It is the 


original Deſign of Marriage, that both 


Parties ſhould be a Help to one ano- 
ther; how then can they anſwer it 
to God, the Author and: Ordainer- of 


this State, who join themſelves to 


ſuch as, in all Likelihood, -will be 
a Hinderance to them? And what 


makes it infinitely worſe, a Hinde- 


rance in the weightieſt Matter, a 
Matter that concerns the Soul. For 
that Reaſon, the Apoſtle exhorts us, 


(aa) Not to be unequally 'yok'd with 
Unbelievers, but to marry only in the 


Indeed, when People of diffe- 
rent Perſwaſions in Religion, are actu- 
ally join'd, tho' it be a great Mis- 
fortune to the two P arties, and, I 


doubt, no ſmall Offence to Almighty 


God, the Marriage is however valid; 
and upon that Account, the ſame 
Apoſtle ſays, (bb) The unbelieuing Wife 
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u ſanctiß' d by the! Believing Huſband; y 
and The "beliving "Hen may ſave bis 


Wife and ſo may the believing 
Woman her nbeleing Huſband. | 


And therefore, (is he directs) (7 cc) 


the'believing Huſbind og oneht not to fut 
away the unbeliaving * nor the he- 
lieving Wi 70 ro leave  unbelieving 


Hi . 2 11 l b NJ 11866. 


ut "when. People Are Re. and at 


Liberty; and "have their Choice to 


make, hy ſhould ihduftriouſhy avoid 
fuch"uhequal Prepoſtérous Marches, 
and iconitfact with no Perſons, but 
hat are ſo far (at leaſt) of the 
fame Mini as tg cbmmunicäte foge- 
ther' in publick, as well as private De- 
votions. The Inconvenience (beſides 
the Folly and Sinfulneſs) of unegqua!l 
Meiches in this Reſpect, indeed is 

great, and oftentimes intolle- 


5 e. I need not mention the per- 


petual - Danger the Orthodox Party 


is im of being tempted and corriipted 


by the Heterodex er Schiſmatical; 
but I will put you in Mind How 
little Appearance and Likelihood there 
is of that entire Friendſhip and Af- 
pes arp between E "ba 14 4 (Couple 5 

9143 Which 
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which 1s 1 ſtrictly requir'd. in 
the Ma rriage - Union. It can be no 
Paradox to fell „you, that there are 
manifold Occaſions. for Jealouſies and 
Diſputes; and yu know no Diſ- 
putes occaſion more unhappy Dif- 
ferences. and Diſcords, than thoſe. a- 
bout Religion. 5 
Where the marry'd ande are of 
different Religions, if they will be 
conſtant to their ſeveral Principles. | 
and Ways of ' Worſhip, * 
of Neceſſity, keep differe ompa- 
nies, reſort' to different ſlewblles, 5 
and beſtow: their Charity and Reſpect 
upon different -Objegs. - Hence pro- 
ceed Hang x ie 0p 3 aud if they 
do not ſuſpect (as too often it has 
happen'd) that they are - unfaithful 
to one another's Beds, to be ſure 
they are not fo, well ſatisfy'd of 
their Fidelity in Reſpett to one ano- 
ther's Goode, Indeed it is not to be 
imagin d (any more than diſcover'd) 
how much Money ſome 1 Wo- 
nen (unknown; to their Huſbands) 
have quand er'd away among their 
_ diſſenting . * Eeagbere cog _ up., t0 
themſelves, and b 'whom t hey are 
inveigled and * e ee 8 
this as it will, there >. .are fo. ma- 
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y Occaſions for -Uneafineſſes : and 
Baputes between a Man and Wife 
of different Perſwaſions, that where 
two ſuch are match'd together, it 
is like joining an Ox and an Aſs; 
a Houſe divided againſt it ſelf, ind 
ſuch; wherein there is ſcarce a' Poſſi- 
bility of diſcharging the Duties of 
the conjugal State. 
And there is one peculiar Duty, 
(and a very great one too) I mean 
the Education of Children; the Guilt 
of neglecting which, dne of the Par- 
ties, metiunks,: mult of Neceſſity in- 
cur. It is ſuppos'd the Father (be- 
ing the Superior) will expect the Pre- 
heminence, and ſee that the Chil- 
dren be brought up his Way. Now, 
af his ſhoüld happen to be the miſta- 
ken Way, what a miſerable Thing 
muſt it be to the poor Children! and 
what a Grief and Difappointment te 
the good Mother! But if the Father 
mould chance to be of the right Pro- 
feſſion, and the Mother in the wrong, 
and he ſhould be ſo indiſcreet as 
(under a Pretence of Peace and Qui- 
etneſs) to yield up the Education of 
the Children to his Wife, the Diſad- 
vantage will be the ſame to the Chil- 
en-, c 2 Horrid Guilt - ſtick upon 
T2009 both 
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» 
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both the Parents; upon the Father, 
for his Neglect to his Children; 
and upon the Mother, for her Diſ- 


obedience to her Huſband. And what 


if the miſtaken Wife ſhould quietly 
ſubmit. her Children to her Hufband's 
Care? If ſhe be à ſober and religi- 
ous Woman in her Way, it will ex- 
ceedingly trouble her, that ſhe muſt 


Hhavei no Hand in the Education of 


Heradear Children; Which is a- Du- 


ty ſhe knows every good Mother is 


concern'd in, and of which ſome have 


had ſo high a Notion, às to think 


) St. Paul fo fixes in general the 
Salvation of Women to © the Rduca- 
tion of their Children, as to aſſure 
them it is by that they ſhall be ſav'd. 


As to that monſterous Practice of 
ſplitting the Difference, and the Fa- 


ther's taking the Sons to his, and 
the Mother the Daughters to her 
Care, it argues ſo mean an Opinion 
of Religion, and ſhews ſo little Re- 
gard to the Children's Salvation, as 


If the Daughters had not Souls as 
precious and immortal as the Sons, 
i Ces FH, . EIS, £2 (2: 3hat 
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tiow of this Place of Scripture." See Beza, Grotius, and 


2 Dr, Hammond's Anno:gtiqns upon the Text, 


( 1 Tim. 2. 15. I don't contend for this Interpreta- 
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that I am ſurpriz'd to think any Per- 
ſon ſhould be guilty of ſuch Folly, 
except an Atheiſt, and ſuch Infidels 
as believe there is no After-State for 
Mankind, or that Women have no 
Souls. But what am I doing! alas, 
this is a Practice all over ſo ſenſe- 
leſs and unchriſtian, that it does not 
deſerve a ſerious: Confut ation 
© So: that. take it -which Way you 
will, this very Conſideration of the in- 
ſuperable Difficulties and Inconveni- 
ences that attend the Education of 
the Children in ſuch unequal Match- 
es, is enough o'Conſcience (without 
any other) to expoſe the Tniquity of 
them, and make every Man and Wo- 
man tremble at the Thoughts“ of | 
contracting with Perſons. of different 
Principles and Rehigian from themſelves. 
And now, I preſume, you need no 
_ Farther Inſtructions how to proceed 
in the enterprizing the Marriage- State. 
Lou are- ſenſtble it concerns you to 
ſet your Fancy upon no Perſon, but 
of your own Religion. You know 
you are to make no Pretenſions, but 
where you are perſwaded you ſhall 
love. And that your conſugal En- 
dearments may not waſte with the 
Object, you are to crown all with a 
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Regard: to the never-fading Buavtits 


and, Ornaments of ithe Mind. Theſe 


are thoſe) bright Conſtellations that 
Wilbzalways afford Light and Cbm- 


fort z they 'are/ beyond the moſt i 
luſtridus celebrated Harms; they out- 
| ſhine the : moſt  ifplendid:* nup tial At- 


tire ;, they : ate better e Houſes 


ene bn.” Pre- 


ferr'd; ;befate. Goll and Silver. A 
Bride: is in her higheſt Luſtre, when 


her Wedditg. Garments: nd external 


Embroidery! are ſdumany Emblems 


of her inward. Beavity;, and the) more 


excellent Ornaments) af her Soul. 
Her: Glory is in its Meridian, when 


" ſhe I: tloath's in the Garments | 


of Saivntion, adorn'd with the Robes 


vf Riphtcouſneſs; and ſet off with the 
Fewels of Piety. Faxidur (fays Solomon) 
ar dergitful, and Beamy is. vain; but 


is. Woman. i that. Verrerß the Lord, fe 
ſoul be;praifed. 71s 2 1 


Mam Daughter 1 3 vir. 
mfp, 1 11 THOU N them TH 
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